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had been badly treated by China in the nutter of
railway concessions, and now demanded from the

Chinese Government the right for British mer-
chants to build the following lines upon the same
terms as those granted in the cane of the Belgian
line: Tientsin to Chiokiang (to he shared, if
desired, with the Germans and Americans), Honan
and Shansi, Peking syndicate lines to the Yanptsze ;
Kowloon to Canton ; Pukou to Sinyanp ; Soochow
to Hangchow, with extension to NinRpo." The
British Minister was directed by his Government
to inform the Chinese Government that ** unless
they agree at once, we shall regard their breach of
faith concerning the Peking-Hangkow Railway as an
act of deliberate hostility against this country, and
shall act accordingly. After consultation with the
Admiral, you may give them the number of days
or hours you think proper within which 10 send
their reply/* The Chinese Government, " being
aware of the concentration of the fleet/* writes an
American historian*" conceded everything. Thus
did Great Britain obtain her railway concessions.
The total length of the lines conceded amounted to
2,800 miles extending over ten provinces, as com-
pared to 1,530 Russian miles, the rest of the nations
falling way below the Russian figure. To England